
The donation of a vital organ is the most precious gift of all; it saves lives.

Meet West Australia’s heart and lung transplant team and hear how

research and technology will save more lives, sooner and faster.

Learn more and register at https://hlri.eventbrite.com.au/

7 hearts

20 lungs

2 heart & lungs

29 people alive today
because of generous WA organ donors in 2019.

STORIES FROM A TRANSPLANT TEAM:

HEART & LUNG RESEARCH INSTITUTE

WA PUBLIC LECTURE
Presented by Spinnaker Health Research Foundation

Free Event: Saturday 25 July, 2:00 - 3:30 pm

State Library of WA Theatre,  25 Francis St, Perth 



At this special DonateLife Week event, you'll hear about how far research

into heart and lung transplant has come since the first transplants

performed in WA in 1995, and what HLRI are doing to make sure the most

precious gifts we can give are getting to those who need them most.

Register at: https://hlri.eventbrite.com.au 

Questions to admin@spinnakerhealth.org.au

How research has changed heart and lung transplants and what the future might hold if

enough funding was available

How molecules will save more lives, sooner: technology that will change the way we look after

donated organs.

Dr Lisa Alarcon is a consultant anaesthetist at Fiona Stanley Hospital and a member of the Heart and Lung

Research Institute with a particular interest in the interface between the patients and families impacted by

organ donation and the community of research and health professionals that seek to improve their health

outcomes. Dr Alarcon examines the need for balance between the clinical needs of research and the

respectful autonomy of donors and recipients.

Receiving the most precious gift of all; a story of loss and life.
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What does the community really think about research in the area of donation and transplant?

DR WARREN PAVEY

MR BRETT DRIESSEN

DR LISA ALARCON

MR ROB LARBALESTIER AO

SPEAKERS

Dr Warren Pavey is a staff specialist cardiac anaesthetist at Fiona Stanley Hospital and Chair of the Heart and

Lung Research Institute of WA. Warren is also chair of the Australian Cardiac Thoracic, Vascular and Perfusion

Special Interest Group for Anaesthetists. Warren is committed to research that will both save lives and improve

the long-term outcomes for patients who have life impacting heart and lung disease. His primary research

interests include the treatment of bleeding after heart surgery and developing new strategies to improve the

health of organs for transplantation thereby increasing both the incidence and success of transplant surgeries.

In 2015 Brett Driessen’s world was turned upside down by a mysterious virus that infected his heart, rendering

it beyond repair.   The young husband and father of two was put on the transplant list, where he spent an

anxious 7 months waiting for the call that would literally save his life.  Hear first-hand Brett’s remarkable story

of hope and of his gratitude for the most precious gift of all.

Mr. Robert Larbalestier AO pioneered the Western Australian Heart and Lung Transplant Service,

performing the very transplants in WA in 1994.  Mr Larbalestier remains Head of Cardiothoracic Surgery

and Transplantation at Fiona Stanley Hospital, leading the team who perform all the life-saving heart

and lung transplants in WA each year. Robert sees too many organs go to waste while 100’s wait for the

gift that will save them and believes it is through research that we will learn how to save more organs,

and ultimately more lives.


